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1 Introduction 
VIDA Roads has prepared this Native Vegetation Offset Management Plan (NVOMP) in compliance with 
Conditions 4.2.4 and 4.2.5 of the Western Highway Project Section 2B (Buangor to Ararat) Incorporated 
Document dated June 2017.  This NVOMP describes the unavoidable native vegetation losses that will occur 
during the construction of Western Highway Section 2B, the offsets that have already been secured for those 
losses and the remaining offsets that will be sourced and submitted to the Department of Energy, Environment 
and Climate Action (DEECA; formerly the Department of Land, Water, Environment and Planning [DELWP]) by 
June 30 2027.   

The Western Highway Project (WHP) was assessed and approved under Victoria’s former native vegetation 
policy (prior to December 23, 2013) Victoria’s Native Vegetation Management – A Framework for Action (the 
Framework) (DNRE 2002), which has now been superseded by the Guidelines for the removal, destruction or 
lopping of native vegetation (DEECA 2025).  The planning scheme amendment to adopt and approve an 
Incorporated Document for the project will be assessed in accordance with the Framework for native vegetation 
impacts within the previously approved project footprint. Native vegetation impacts within the additional project 
area not previously assessed will be assessed in accordance with the Guidelines (DEECA 2025). 
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2 Clearing Site Details  

Table 1 Clearing Site Details 

CLEARING SITE DETAILS  

Landowner of clearing site Department of Transport and Planning (DTP) 

Location and address of clearing site Western Highway between Buangor and Ararat 

Local Government Area Ararat Rural City Council  

Catchment Management Authority Glenelg Hopkins Catchment Management Authority  

Responsible Authority Minister for Planning  

Permit applicant VIDA Roads (formerly VicRoads) 

Planning Permit Number (ID)/Work Authority Number Ararat Planning Scheme Amendment C037 and C043 

Date approved 28/12/2017 (C037) and 02/04/2026 (C043) 
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3 Vegetation Approved for Removal 
The Western Highway Project (WHP) was assessed and approved under Victoria’s former native vegetation 
policy (prior to December 23, 2013) Victoria’s Native Vegetation Management – A Framework for Action (the 
Framework) (DNRE 2002), which has now been superseded by the Guidelines for the removal, destruction or 
lopping of native vegetation (the Guidelines) (DEECA 2025).  The planning scheme amendment to adopt and 
approve an Incorporated Document for the project will be assessed in accordance with the Framework for 
native vegetation impacts within the previously approved project footprint. Native vegetation impacts within the 
additional project area not previously assessed will be assessed in accordance with the Guidelines (DEECA 
2025). A summary of the losses and offset requirements to be assessed against the Framework (i.e. within the 
previous project footprint) and the Guidelines (i.e. the revised alignment area not previously assessed) are 
provided below. 

Native Vegetation Management Framework (Net Gain) 

A total of 43.100 hectares (19.412 habitat hectares) of native vegetation, 191 Large Old Trees (LOTs) (herein 
referred to as ‘Large Trees’) in patches and 74 scattered trees of previously assessed native vegetation will be 
impacted (i.e. within the previous project footprint). A summary of the losses and Net Gain targets to be 
assessed under the Framework is provided below in Table 2.  
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Table 2 Summary of approved losses of patches of native vegetation under the Framework (EHP 2026) 

Vegetation Zone ATHrW2 ATHrW4 GDF1 GDF2 GDF3 GDF4 GDF8 GDF9 GDF10 GDF11 GDF12 

Bioregion CVU CVU CVU CVU CVU CVU CVU CVU CVU CVU CVU 

EVC / Tree ATHrW ATHrW GDF GDF GDF GDF GDF GDF GDF GDF GDF 

EVC Number 67 67 22 22 22 22 22 22 22 22 22 

EVC Conservation Status En En D D D D D D D D D 

  

  

  

  

Patch  

Condition 

  

  

  

Large Old Trees /10 6 8 4 0 10 9 3 5 3 6 0 

Canopy Cover /5 5 5 4 0 5 4 2 3 3 5 0 

Under storey /25 5 15 15 5 5 15 10 15 5 5 5 

Lack of Weeds /15 2 6 2 0 4 9 2 7 7 4 0 

Recruitment /10 5 10 10 5 0 10 5 5 5 5 5 

Organic Matter /5 4 5 5 4 2 3 2 3 3 2 4 

Logs /5 2 2 4 0 2 4 0 0 0 2 0 

Treeless EVC Multiplier 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 

Subtotal = 29.00 51.00 44.00 14.00 28.00 54.00 24.00 38.00 26.00 29.00 14.00 

Landscape Value /25 16 16 16 8 8 16 16 16 16 16 8 

Habitat Points /100   45 67 60 22 36 70 40 54 42 45 22 

Habitat Score 0.45 0.67 0.60 0.22 0.36 0.70 0.40 0.54 0.42 0.45 0.22 

Total Area (ha) 0.266 0.919 0.501 2.992 0.804 1.672 1.268 0.000 1.062 0.204 0.000 

Area (ha) to be removed 0.266 0.919 0.501 2.992 0.804 1.672 1.268 0.000 1.062 0.204 0.000 

Area (ha) to be retained 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Total habitat hectares  0.120 0.616 0.301 0.658 0.289 1.170 0.507 0.000 0.446 0.092 0.000 

Habitat hectares to be removed 0.120 0.616 0.301 0.658 0.289 1.170 0.507 0.000 0.446 0.092 0.000 

Habitat hectares to be retained 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

  

Conservation 

Cons. Status x Hab. Score V. High V. High High Low Medium High Medium Medium Medium Medium Low 

Threatened Species  V. High V. High High N/A High High N/A N/A V. High Medium N/A 
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Vegetation Zone ATHrW2 ATHrW4 GDF1 GDF2 GDF3 GDF4 GDF8 GDF9 GDF10 GDF11 GDF12 

Significance 

  
Other Attributes   N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Overall (highest rating) V. High V. High High Low High High Medium Medium V. High Medium Low 

Large No. in Study Area 6 38 1 1 19 20 3 0 9 4 0 

Old No. to be Removed 6 14 0 1 12 18 3 0 9 4 0 

Trees No. to be Retained 0 24 1 0 7 2 0 0 0 0 0 

Note:  CVU = Central Victorian Uplands bioregion; VVP = Victorian Volcanic Plain bioregion; GDF = Grassy Dry Forest, PG (HS) = Heavier-soils Plains Grassland, HHrW = 
Hills Herb-rich Woodland, CGW = Creekline Grassy Woodland, ATHrW = Alluvial Terraces Herb-rich Woodland, PGW = Plains Grassy Woodland, HDF = Heathy Dry 
Forest, HW = Heathy Woodland. 
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Table 3 Summary of approved losses of patches of native vegetation under the Framework (EHP 2026) 

Vegetation Zone HDF1 HDF3 HDF4 HDF5 HHrW1 HHrW2 HHrW3 HHrW4 HHrW5 HHrW6 HHrW7 

Bioregion CVU CVU CVU CVU CVU CVU CVU CVU CVU CVU CVU 

EVC / Tree HDF HDF HDF HDF HHrW HHrW HHrW HHrW HHrW HHrW HHrW 

EVC Number 20 20 20 20 71 71 71 71 71 71 71 

EVC Conservation Status LC LC LC LC D D D D D D D 

  

  

  

  

Patch  

Condition 

  

  

  

Large Old Trees /10 3 10 10 0 6 3 0 4 6 6 3 

Canopy Cover /5 0 5 4 3 3 3 0 0 5 5 3 

Under storey /25 5 15 5 15 15 5 5 10 20 10 10 

Lack of Weeds /15 2 2 4 7 2 4 0 6 9 2 9 

Recruitment /10 0 10 1 3 5 5 5 3 10 10 5 

Organic Matter /5 2 5 4 4 5 4 4 5 5 4 5 

Logs /5 0 2 0 2 1 2 0 4 3 3 0 

Treeless EVC Multiplier 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 

Subtotal = 12.00 49.00 28.00 34.00 37.00 26.00 14.00 32.00 58.00 40.00 35.00 

Landscape Value /25 16 16 8 8 16 16 16 16 16 16 16 

Habitat Points /100   28 65 36 42 53 42 30 48 74 56 51 

Habitat Score 0.28 0.65 0.36 0.42 0.53 0.42 0.30 0.48 0.74 0.56 0.51 

Total Area (ha) 2.824 2.623 0.128 0.000 2.316 2.424 2.730 0.339 0.677 0.326 2.372 

Area (ha) to be removed 2.824 2.623 0.128 0.000 2.316 2.424 2.730 0.339 0.677 0.326 2.372 

Area (ha) to be retained 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Total habitat hectares  0.791 1.705 0.046 0.000 1.227 1.018 0.819 0.163 0.501 0.183 1.210 

Habitat hectares to be removed 0.791 1.705 0.046 0.000 1.227 1.018 0.819 0.163 0.501 0.183 1.210 

Habitat hectares to be retained 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Conservation 

Significance 

Cons. Status x Hab. 
Score 

Low Medium Low Low V. High High High High V. High V. High V. High 
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Vegetation Zone HDF1 HDF3 HDF4 HDF5 HHrW1 HHrW2 HHrW3 HHrW4 HHrW5 HHrW6 HHrW7 

Threatened Species  High High High N/A V. High High V. High High V. High V. High V. High 

Other Attributes   N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Overall (highest rating) High High High Low V. High High V. High High V. High V. High V. High 

Large 

Old 

Trees 

No. in Study Area 1 11 4 0 52 2 2 0 10 1 10 

No. to be Removed 1 10 4 0 24 1 1 0 4 0 1 

No. to be Retained 0 1 0 0 28 1 1 0 6 1 9 

Note:  CVU = Central Victorian Uplands bioregion; VVP = Victorian Volcanic Plain bioregion; GDF = Grassy Dry Forest, PG (HS) = Heavier-soils Plains Grassland, HHrW = 
Hills Herb-rich Woodland, CGW = Creekline Grassy Woodland, ATHrW = Alluvial Terraces Herb-rich Woodland, PGW = Plains Grassy Woodland, HDF = Heathy Dry 
Forest, HW = Heathy Woodland 
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Table 4 Summary of approved losses of patches of native vegetation under the Framework (EHP 2026) 

Vegetation Zone HHrW8 HHrW9 HHrW10 HW1 HW3 HW4 ATHrW7 ATHrW8 ATHrW10 CGW1 CGW2 

Bioregion CVU CVU CVU CVU CVU CVU VVP VVP VVP VVP VVP 

EVC / Tree HHrW HHrW HHrW HW HW HW ATHrW ATHrW ATHrW CGW CGW 

EVC Number 71 71 71 48 48 48 67 67 67 68 68 

EVC Conservation Status D D D D D D En En En Vu Vu 

  

  

  

  

Patch  

Conditio
n 

  

  

  

Large Old Trees /10 3 0 10 0 6 4 6 4 4 6 0 

Canopy Cover /5 3 5 4 0 5 5 5 4 3 4 4 

Under storey /25 10 5 5 10 15 10 20 15 5 5 5 

Lack of Weeds /15 5 6 4 5 6 2 2 2 2 0 0 

Recruitment /10 5 0 1 5 10 5 10 10 5 5 5 

Organic Matter /5 3 2 2 5 5 5 4 5 5 4 4 

Logs /5 0 0 3 4 4 2 3 4 0 0 0 

Treeless EVC Multiplier 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 

Subtotal = 29.00 18.00 29.00 29.00 51.00 33.00 50.00 44.00 24.00 24.00 18.00 

Landscape Value /25 16 6 6 16 16 16 6 14 14 14 14 

Habitat Points /100   45 24 35 45 67 49 56 58 38 38 32 

Habitat Score 0.45 0.24 0.35 0.45 0.67 0.49 0.56 0.58 0.38 0.38 0.32 

Total Area (ha) 1.793 0.044 0.143 0.638 1.313 0.549 0.441 0.392 0.456 0.384 0.192 

Area (ha) to be removed 1.793 0.044 0.143 0.638 1.313 0.549 0.441 0.392 0.456 0.384 0.192 

Area (ha) to be retained 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Total habitat hectares  0.807 0.011 0.050 0.287 0.880 0.269 0.247 0.227 0.173 0.146 0.061 

Habitat hectares to be removed 0.807 0.011 0.050 0.287 0.880 0.269 0.247 0.227 0.173 0.146 0.061 

Habitat hectares to be retained 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

  

Conserv
ation 

Cons. Status x Hab. 
Score 

High Medium High Medium High Medium V. High V. High High High High 

Threatened Species  High N/A N/A High High High V. High High V. High V. High V. High 
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Vegetation Zone HHrW8 HHrW9 HHrW10 HW1 HW3 HW4 ATHrW7 ATHrW8 ATHrW10 CGW1 CGW2 

Significa
nce 

  

Other Attributes   N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Overall (highest rating) High Medium High High High High V. High V. High V. High V. High V. High 

Large 

Old 

Trees 

No. in Study Area 7 0 1 0 5 2 0 0 0 8 0 

No. to be Removed 7 0 1 0 5 2 0 0 0 1 0 

No. to be Retained 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 0 

Note: CVU = Central Victorian Uplands bioregion; VVP = Victorian Volcanic Plain bioregion; GDF = Grassy Dry Forest, PG (HS) = Heavier-soils Plains Grassland, HHrW = 
Hills Herb-rich Woodland, CGW = Creekline Grassy Woodland, ATHrW = Alluvial Terraces Herb-rich Woodland, PGW = Plains Grassy Woodland, HDF = Heathy Dry 
Forest, HW = Heathy Woodland 
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Table 5 Summary of approved losses of patches of native vegetation under the Framework (EHP 2026) 

Vegetation Zone PG2 PGW1 PGW2 PGW3 PGW4 PGW5 PGW7 PGW8 PGW9 PGW10 HDF6 PGW5 

Bioregion VVP VVP VVP VVP VVP VVP VVP VVP VVP VVP CVU CVU 

EVC / Tree PG(HS) PGW PGW PGW PGW PGW PGW PGW PGW PGW HDF PGW 

EVC Number 132_61 55_61 55_61 55_61 55_61 55_61 55_61 55_61 55_61 55_61 20 55 

EVC Conservation Status En En En En En En En En En En LC En 

  

  

  

  

Patch  

Condition 

  

  

  

Large Old Trees /10 0 8 2 0 9 9 0 8 8 4 0 9 

Canopy Cover /5 0 5 4 3 5 5 0 5 3 5 0 5 

Under storey /25 5 5 5 5 10 10 10 15 5 5 5 10 

Lack of Weeds /15 0 2 2 2 2 2 6 6 2 2 4 2 

Recruitment /10 5 5 5 5 0 5 5 5 5 5 0 5 

Organic Matter /5 4 2 4 4 2 4 5 5 3 5 4 4 

Logs /5 0 0 0 0 3 3 0 0 3 2 0 3 

Treeless EVC 
Multiplier 

1.36 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 

Subtotal = 19.04 27.00 22.00 19.00 31.00 38.00 26.00 44.00 29.00 28.00 13.00 38.00 

Landscape Value /25 8 8 12 8 14 14 6 6 6 6 8 14 

Habitat Points /100   27 35 34 27 45 52 32 50 35 34 21 52 

Habitat Score   0.27 0.35 0.34 0.27 0.45 0.52 0.32 0.50 0.35 0.34 0.21 0.52 

Total Area (ha) 0.000 0.671 1.429 0.101 5.226 1.153 0.000 0.000 0.255 0.642 0.211 0.619 

Area (ha) to be removed 0.000 0.671 1.429 0.101 5.226 1.153 0.000 0.000 0.255 0.642 0.211 0.619 

Area (ha) to be retained 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Total habitat hectares  0.000 0.235 0.486 0.027 2.352 0.600 0.000 0.000 0.089 0.218 0.044 0.322 

Habitat hectares to be removed 0.000 0.235 0.486 0.027 2.352 0.600 0.000 0.000 0.089 0.218 0.044 0.322 

Habitat hectares to be retained 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

 Cons. Status x Hab. 
Score 

High High High High V. High V. High High V. High High High Low V. High 
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Vegetation Zone PG2 PGW1 PGW2 PGW3 PGW4 PGW5 PGW7 PGW8 PGW9 PGW10 HDF6 PGW5 

Conservation 

Significance 

  

Threatened Species  V. High High N/A N/A High V. High N/A V. High N/A N/A V. High V. High 

Other Attributes   N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Overall (highest rating) V. High High High High V. High V. High High V. High High High V. High V. High 

Large 

Old 

Trees 

No. in Study Area 0 27 5 2 114 57 0 5 6 21 0 29 

No. to be Removed 0 13 4 0 33 4 0 0 0 3 0 5 

No. to be Retained 0 14 1 2 81 53 0 5 6 18 0 24 

Note:  CVU = Central Victorian Uplands bioregion; VVP = Victorian Volcanic Plain bioregion; GDF = Grassy Dry Forest, PG (HS) = Heavier-soils Plains Grassland, HHrW = 
Hills Herb-rich Woodland, CGW = Creekline Grassy Woodland, ATHrW = Alluvial Terraces Herb-rich Woodland, PGW = Plains Grassy Woodland, HDF = Heathy Dry 
Forest, HW = Heathy Woodland. 
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Table 6 Summary of Approved Losses – Scattered Trees under the Framework (EHP 2026) 

Bioregion 
Conservation 
significance EVC Size Class Losses 

Protect 
Target 

Recruit 
Target (P&R) 

CVU High ATHrW VLOT 1 4 20 

PGW VLOT 1 4 20 

HDF LOT 1 4 20 

HHrW VLOT 1 4 20 

Medium HHrW VLOT 6 12 60 

LOT 5 10 50 

MOT 3 3 15 

GDF VLOT 9 18 90 

LOT 10 20 100 

MOT 1 1 5 

Low GDF VLOT 1 0 10 

LOT 2 0 20 

MOT 1 0 5 

HDF VLOT 1 0 10 

LOT 1 0 10 

MOT 2 0 10 

ST 2 0 0 

HHrW VLOT 1 0 10 

LOT 1 0 10 

MOT 2 0 10 

ST 4 0 0 

CVU Total 56 80 495 

VVP High CGW LOT 1 4 20 

PGW VLOT 13 52 260 

LOT 2 8 40 

MOT 1 2 10 

Low PGW ST 1 0 0 

VVP Total 18 66 330 

Total 74 146 825 

Note:  CVU = Central Victorian Uplands bioregion; VVP = Victorian Volcanic Plain bioregion; VLOT = Very 
Large Old Tree; LOT = Large Old Tree; MOT = Medium Old Tree; ST = Small Tree; P&R = Protect and Recruit. 
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Guideline for the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation 

A total of 2.022 hectares of native vegetation, comprising 1.814 hectares of native vegetation patch 
(including nine Large Patch Trees) and three Large Scattered trees, are proposed to be impacted within 
the additional project area not previously assessed. 

Table 7 Removal of Native Vegetation (the Guidelines) 

Assessment pathway Detailed 

Location category 2 

Total extent (including past and proposed) (ha) 2.022 

Includes endangered EVCs (ha) 1.160 

Extent of proposed removal – Patches (ha) 1.814 

Extent of proposed removal – Scattered trees (ha)  0.208 

Total Large Trees to be removed (no.) 12 

Large patch trees to be removed (no.) 9 

Large scattered trees to be removed (no.) 3 

Small scattered trees to be removed (no.) 0 

EVC Conservation Status of vegetation to be removed Least Concern (Heathy Dry Forest); Endangered 
(Grassy Woodland) 
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4 Offset Requirements  
Gain Targets under the Framework (DNRE 2002). 

The offset requirement as specified in accordance with Appendix 4, Table 6 pp. 54-55 Victoria’s Native 
Vegetation Management: A Framework for Action (DNRE 2002) comprises: 

• 18.57 HHa of Very High Conservation Significance Vegetation 

• 12.755 HHa of High Conservation Significance Vegetation 

• 0.61 HHa of Medium Conservation Significance Vegetation   

• 0.66 HHa of Low Conservation Significance Vegetation 

• the protection of 94 VLOTs 

• the protection of 1200 LOTs 

• the protection of 6 MOTs 

• the recruitment of 95 trees  

These targets for the Western Highway Section 2B are summarised in Table 8 and Table 9 below. 

A detailed breakdown of losses for patches of remnant native vegetation and scattered trees within 
Section 2B, comparing the previous 2020 alignment with the 2025 alignment (excluding the newly 
assessed vegetation) is shown in Appendix A. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1While Tables 8 and 9 show that the total number of recruits to be protected is 6,595, most of these are associated 
with ‘protect and recruit’ targets in which it is assumed that the required recruits will be generated by protection of 
the MOT, LOT or VLOT. As such only 95 of these will need to be sourced separately. 
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Table 8 Gain Targets for clearing remnant patches under the Framework (EHP 2026) 

Bioregion 
Target 
EVC 

Conservation 
significance 

Vegetation Large Old Trees 

Total 
Losses 
(Ha) 

Total 
Losses 
(HabHa) 

Net Gain 
Target 
(HabHa) 

Total 
Losses 

Total to be 
Protected 

Total to be 
Recruited 

CVU ATHrW Very High 1.185 0.74 1.47 20 160 800 

GDF Very High 1.062 0.45 0.89 9 72 360 

High 2.641 1.53 2.29 30 120 600 

Medium 1.472 0.60 0.60 7 14 70 

Low 2.992 0.66 0.66 1 0 0 

HDF Very High 0.211 0.04 0.09 0 0 0 

High 5.575 2.54 3.81 15 60 300 

HHrW Very High 8.421 3.94 7.88 30 240 1200 

High 4.699 2.04 3.06 9 36 180 

Medium 0.044 0.01 0.01 0 0 0 

HW High 2.500 1.44 2.015 7 28 140 

PGW* Very High 0.620 0.322 0.640 5 40 200 

CVU Total 31.757 14.452 23.415 133 770 3850 

VVP ATHrW Very High 1.289 0.65 1.29 0 0 0 

CGW Very High 0.576 0.21 0.41 1 8 40 

PGW* Very High 6.379 2.95 5.90 37 296 1480 

High 3.098 1.06 1.58 20 80 400 

VVP Total 11.343  4.87  9.18  58  384 1920  

2B Total 43.100  19.412 32.945 191  1154  5770  

Note:  * = Portion of PGW5 within CVU previously included in VVP calculations; CVU = Central Victorian 
Uplands bioregion; VVP = Victorian Volcanic Plain bioregion; GDF = Grassy Dry Forest, PG (HS) = Heavier-
soils Plains Grassland, HHrW = Hills Herb-rich Woodland, CGW = Creekline Grassy Woodland, ATHrW = 
Alluvial Terraces Herb-rich Woodland, PGW = Plains Grassy Woodland, HDF = Heathy Dry Forest, HW = 
Heathy Woodland. 
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Table 9 Gain targets for clearing scattered trees under the Framework (EHP 2026) 

Bioregion 
Conservation 
significance 

EVC Target No. Size Class Losses 
Protect 
Target 

Recruit 
Target 
(P&R) 

CVU High ATHrW ST-H-1 VLOT 1 4 20 

PGW ST-H-2 VLOT 1 4 20 

HDF ST-H-3 LOT 1 4 20 

HHrW ST-H-4 VLOT 1 4 20 

Medium HHrW ST-M-1 VLOT 6 12 60 

ST-M-2 LOT 5 10 50 

ST-M-3 MOT 3 3 15 

GDF ST-M-4 VLOT 9 18 90 

ST-M-5 LOT 10 20 100 

ST-M-6 MOT 1 1 5 

Low GDF S-L-1 VLOT 1 0 10 

S-L-2 LOT 2 0 20 

S-L-3 MOT 1 0 5 

HDF S-L-4 VLOT 1 0 10 

S-L-5 LOT 1 0 10 

S-L-6 MOT 2 0 10 

- ST 2 0 0 

HHrW S-L-7 VLOT 1 0 10 

S-L-8 LOT 1 0 10 

S-L-9 MOT 2 0 10 

- ST 4 0 0 

CVU Total 56 80 495 

VVP High CGW ST-H-5 LOT 1 4 20 

PGW ST-H-6 VLOT 13 52 260 

ST-H-7 LOT 2 8 40 

ST-H-8 MOT 1 2 10 

Low PGW - ST 1 0 0 

VVP Total 18 66 330 

Total 74 146 825 

Note:  CVU = Central Victorian Uplands bioregion; VVP = Victorian Volcanic Plain bioregion; VLOT = Very 
Large Old Tree; LOT = Large Old Tree; MOT = Medium Old Tree; ST = Small Tree; P&R = Protect and Recruit.
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Offset requirements under the Guidelines (DEECA 2025) 

The offset requirements for the removal of native vegetation required to be assessed under the Guidelines are 
0.5910 General Habitat Units and 12 Large Trees. 

Table 10 Offset requirements under the Guidelines (EHP 2026) 

General Offsets Required 0.5910 General Habitat Units 

Large Trees 12 

Vicinity (catchment/council) Glenelg Hopkins CMA / Ararat Rural City Council LGA 

Minimum Strategic Biodiversity Value* 0.4188 

*The minimum Strategic Biodiversity Value is 80% of the weighted average score across habitat zones where a 
General offset is required. 
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5 Offsets procured by VicRoads for Western 
Highway Section 2B 

Third party offsets have been secured for all Western Highway Section 2B offset targets as described in Table 11 
below.  Offsets have been procured by VicRoads or a subsidiary e.g., Roads Corporation; Head, Transport for 
Victoria; Major Road Projects Victoria. The offsets are provided in the Victorian Volcanic Plains (VVP) and Central 
Victorian Uplands (CVU) in zones of the same or higher conservation significance as the loss zones. Further 
detail regarding these credits is provided in Appendix B. 

During the 2025 revision of the design, an offset to address impacts to 0.62 hectares and 5 large old trees of very 
high conservation significance Plains Grassy Woodland within the Central Victorian Uplands is yet to be 
secured. This offset (0.640 Habitat Hectares and 40 large old trees) is not available on the DEECA offset register, 
and as such a next best offset option was proposed to DEECA and accepted in June 2026 (see Appendix F)   

The offset requirements for the removal of native vegetation required to be assessed under the Guidelines 
(0.5910 General Habitat Units and 12 Large Trees) are yet to be secured; however there are currently multiple 
sites that meet the requirements for general offsets on the Native Vegetation Credit Register (Appendix C) 
(DEECA 2026).VIDA Roads has sought quotes to secure these additional offsets and expect them to be obtained 
by 30 June 2027. 

Table 11 Third Party Offsets 

Offset Site EVCs present Conservation Significance 

BBA-0085_2-1-C Valley Grassy Forest Very High 

BBA-0668-1-A Plains Grassy Woodland Very High 

BBA-0668-2-A Plains Grassy Woodland Very High 

BBA-0713-1-A Plains Grassy Woodland Very High 

BBA-0931-3-B Creekline Grassy Woodland Very High 

BBA-1133-1-A Plains Grassy Woodland High 

BBA-1145-1-A Grassy Dry Forest Very High 

BBA-2088-1-A Plains Grassy Woodland High 

BBA-2088-3-A Plains Grassy Woodland High 

BBA-2088-7-A Plains Grassy Woodland High 

BBA-2088-7-B Plains Grassy Woodland High 

BBA-2467-1-A Lowland Forest Very High 

BBA-2467-1-C Lowland Forest Very High 

BBA-2467-2-A Hills Herb-rich Woodland Very High 

BBA-2467-3-A Lowland Forest Very High 

BBA-2467-3-D Lowland Forest Very High 

BBA-2774-1-A Hills Herb-rich Woodland High 

BBA-3027-1-A Low Rises Grassy Woodland Very High 

TFN_2-C1778-1-A Valley Grassy Forest Very High 

TFN_2-C1778-1-B Valley Grassy Forest Very High 

TFN_2-C1778-1-C Grassy Dry Forest Very High 

TFN_2-C1778-1-D Grassy Forest Very High 
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Offset Site EVCs present Conservation Significance 

TFN_2-C1778-1-E Grassy Dry Forest Very High 

TFN_2-C1778-1-F Grassy Dry Forest Very High 

TFN-1-C1778-1-A Valley Grassy Forest Very High 

TFN-1-C1778-1-B Valley Grassy Forest Very High 

TFN-1-C1778-1-C Grassy Dry Forest Very High 

TFN-1-C1778-1-D Grassy Dry Forest Very High 

TFN-C0867_2-1-A Stony Rises Woodland Very High 

TFN-C1906-1-A Hills Herb-rich Woodland Very High 

TFN-C1906-1-C Low Rises Grassy Woodland Very High 

TFN-C1906-1-E Alluvial Terraces Herb-rich Woodland Very High 

TFN-C1906-1-F Alluvial Terraces Herb-rich Woodland Very High 

TFN-C1906-1-G Low Rises Grassy Woodland Very High 

TFN-C1906-1-I Low Rises Grassy Woodland Very High 

TFN-C1906-2-A Low Rises Grassy Woodland Very High 

TFN-C1906-2-B Alluvial Terraces Herb-rich Woodland Very High 

TFN-C1906-2-C Grassy Dry Forest High 

TFN-C1906-2-D Hills Herb-rich Woodland Very High 

TFN-C1906-2-E Alluvial Terraces Herb-rich Woodland Very High 

TFN-C1906-2-F Granitic Hills Woodland High 

TFN-C1906-2-G Granitic Grassy Woodland Very High 

TFN-C1906-2-H Granitic Grassy Woodland Very High 

TFN-C1906-3-A Alluvial Terraces Herb-rich Woodland Very High 

TFN-C1962_2-1-A Hills Herb-rich Woodland Very High 

TFN-C1962_2-1-B Grassy Dry Forest Very High 

TFN-C1962-1-A Herb-rich Foothills Forest Very High 

VC_CFL-3693_01-10-A Hills Herb-rich Woodland Very High 

VC_CFL-3693_01-12-A Plains Grassy Woodland Very High 

VC_CFL-3693_01-1-A Plains Grassy Woodland Very High 

VC_CFL-3693_01-1-B Hills Herb-rich Woodland Very High 

VC_CFL-3693_01-1-C Plains Grassy Woodland Very High 

VC_CFL-3693_01-2-A Plains Grassy Woodland Very High 

VC_CFL-3693_01-2-B Hills Herb-rich Woodland Very High 

VC_CFL-3693_01-3-A Plains Grassy Woodland Very High 

VC_CFL-3693_01-4-A Plains Grassy Woodland High 

VC_CFL-3693_01-5-A Plains Grassy Woodland High 

VC_CFL-3693_01-6-A Plains Grassy Woodland High 

VC_CFL-3693_01-9-A Hills Herb-rich Woodland Very High 
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6 Allocation of Native Vegetation Credits  
Third party offsets have been secured for all Western Highway Section 2B offset targets under the Framework 
(DNRE 2002). The offsets are provided in VVP and CVU Bioregions in zones of the same or higher conservation 
significance as the loss zones.  

An application for a variation for the following offset targets not directly matched under the Framework was 
approved by DELWP in May 2018 (Appendix D): 

• Central Victorian Uplands bioregion 

• 0.8 HabHa of Very High Conservation Significance Alluvial Terraces Herb-rich Woodland 
• 0.29 HabHa of Very High Conservation Significance Heathy Dry Forest 
• 16 LOTs from Very High Conservation Significance Alluvial Terraces Herb-rich Woodland 
• 193 LOTs from Very High Conservation Significance Hills Herb-rich Woodland. 

• Victorian Volcanic Plain bioregion 

• 0.7 HabHa of Very High Conservation Significance Alluvial Terraces Herb-rich Woodland 
• 32 Very Large Old Trees (VLOTs) from High Conservation Significance Plains Grassy Woodland 
• 8 LOTs from Very High Conservation Significance Plains Grassland (Heavier soils) 
• 491 LOTs of Very High Conservation Significance Plains Grassy Woodland  

Following adjustments to no go zones based on final design for the project a further application for variation for 
the following offset targets not directly matched under the Framework was approved by DELWP in August 2019 
(Appendix E): 

• Central Victorian Uplands bioregion 

• 0.27 HabHa of Very High Conservation Significance Alluvial Terraces Herb-rich Woodland 
• 40 LOTs from Very High Conservation Significance Alluvial Terraces Herb-rich Woodland 

• Victorian Volcanic Plain bioregion 

• 0.59 HabHa of Very High Conservation Significance Alluvial Terraces Herb-rich Woodland 
• 0.21 HabHa of Very High Conservation Significance Creekline Grassy Woodland 
• 16 LOTs from Very High Conservation Significance Creekline Grassy Woodland 
• 20 Very Large Old Trees (VLOTs) from High Conservation Significance Plains Grassy Woodland 

A correction to historical offset allocation under the Framework resulted in an additional application for 
variation for the following offset targets, not directly matched under the Framework, which was approved by 
DEECA in June  2026 (Appendix F). 

• Central Victorian Uplands bioregion 

• 0.640 HabHa of Very High Conservation Significance Plains Grassy Woodland 
• 40 LOTs of Very High Conservation Significance Plains Grassy Woodland 

A summary of the approved variations is provided in Table 12 below. 

Additional Credits  

As of June 2026, the project has surplus credits including 5.85 habitat hectares, 343 very large old trees and 
1350 large old trees of very high or high conservation value located within the VVP and CVU. 

Should additional offsets be required under the Framework for the project, VIDA Roads preference is to meet the 
Framework requirements from these surplus credits in preference to securing new credits from the register.  
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Table 12 Offsets requirement variations – 2018 and 2019 

 
2018 2019 2026 

 
Hab Ha VLOTs LOTs Hab Ha VLOTs LOTs Hab Ha VLOTs LOTs 

Central Victorian Uplands 
bioregion 

 

Very High Conservation 
Significance Alluvial Terraces 
Herb-rich Woodland 

0.8 
  

1.07 
  

   

Very High Conservation 
Significance Alluvial Terraces 
Herb-rich Woodland 

  
16 

  
56 

   

Very High Conservation 
Significance Grassy Dry Forest 

      
 3 4 

Very High Conservation 
Significance Grassy Forest 

      
  9 

Very High Conservation 
Significance Granitic Grassy 
Woodland 

      

 4  

Very High Conservation 
Significance Grassy Woodland 

      
 5  

Very High Conservation 
Significance Heathy Dry Forest 

0.29 
  

0.29 
     

Very High Conservation 
Significance Hills Herb-rich 
Woodland 

  
193 

  
193 

  15 

Victorian Volcanic Plain 
bioregion 

 

Very High Conservation 
Significance Alluvial Terraces 
Herb-rich Woodland 

0.7 
  

1.29 
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2018 2019 2026 

Very High Conservation 
Significance Creekline Grassy 
Woodland 

   
0.21 

 
16 

   

Very High Conservation 
Significance Plains Grassy 
Woodland 

      
0.64   

High Conservation Significance 
Plains Grassy Woodland 

 
32 

  
52 

    

Very High Conservation 
Significance Plains Grassland 
(Heavier soils) 

  
8 

  
8 

   

Very High Conservation 
Significance Plains Grassy 
Woodland 

  
491 

  
99 

   

Allocations of secured offsets are detailed in Table 13, Table 14 and Table 15 below and Appendix B.       

All offsets required under the Framework have been secured. Offsets required by the Guidelines will be secured 
by 30 June 2027, with evidence provided to DEECA upon receipt of the Credit Extract(s). 
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Table 13 Allocation of native vegetation credits for clearing a remnant patch 

Bioregion Target EVC 
Conservation 
Significance 

Gain Target 
(Hha)  

Trading UP Offset Information 

Discount 
(%)  

Target After 
Discount 

Offset Zone(s) Gain (Hha) 

CVU ATHrW V. High 1.47  - - TFN-C1906-1-E 0.63 

VC_CFL-3693_01-9-A 0.84 

CVU GDF V. High 0.89 - - TFN-1-C1778-1-C 0.65 

BBA-1145-1-A 0.24 

CVU PGW V. High 0.640 - - VC_CFL_3693_01-12-A 0.64 

CVU GDF High 2.29  25 1.72  BBA-1145-1-A 1.25 

TFN-C1906-2-A 0.32 

TFN-C1906-1-I 0.72 

CVU GDF Medium 0.6  33 0.40  TFN-C1906-2-F 0.40 

TFN-C1906-1-I 0.20 

CVU GDF Low 0.66 33 0.44 TFN-C1906-2-F 0.19 

TFN-C1906-1-I 0.25 

CVU HDF V. High 0.09 - - TFN-C1906-2-H 0.15 

CVU HDF High 3.81 25 2.86 TFN-C1906-1-G 1.48 

VC_CFL-3693_01-10-A 2.33 

CVU HHrW V. High 7.88 - - TFN-C1906-1-A 0.58 

VC_CFL-3693_01-1-B 3.60 

TFN-C1906-2-D 2.77 

VC_CFL-3693_01-9-A 0.93 

CVU HHrW High 3.06 25 2.29 TFN-C1906-1-C 1.67 
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Bioregion Target EVC 
Conservation 
Significance 

Gain Target 
(Hha)  

Trading UP Offset Information 

Discount 
(%)  

Target After 
Discount 

Offset Zone(s) Gain (Hha) 

VC_CFL-3693_01-10-A 0.86 

TFN-C1906-2-A 0.53 

CVU HHrW Medium 0.01 33 0.01 TFN-C1906-2-F 0.01 

CVU HW High 2.015 25 1.51 TFN-C1906-2-H 0.36 

VC_CFL-3693_01-10-A 1.24 

VC_CFL-3693_01-2-B 0.42 

VVP ATHrW V. High 1.29 - - VC_CFL-3693_01-9-A 1.29 

VVP CGW V. High 0.41 - - BBA 0931-3-B  0.34 

VC_CFL-3693_01-1-C 0.07 

VVP PGW V. High 5.9 - - VC_CFL-3693_01-2-A 1.58 

BBA-0668-1-A 1.16 

VC_CFL-3693_01-1-A 1.99 

VC_CFL-3693_01-1-C 0.18 

VC_CFL-3693_01-12-A 1 

VVP PGW High 1.58 25 1.19 VC_CFL-3693_01-9-A 1.19 

Note: CVU = Central Victorian Uplands bioregion; VVP = Victorian Volcanic Plain bioregion; GDF = Grassy Dry Forest, HHrW = Hills Herb-rich Woodland, CGW = 
Creekline Grassy Woodland, ATHrW = Alluvial Terraces Herb-rich Woodland, PGW = Plains Grassy Woodland, HDF = Heathy Dry Forest, HW = Heathy Woodland. 
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Table 14 Allocation of tree credits for trees in a patch 

Bioregion 
Target 

EVC 
Conservation 
Significance 

Trees to be 
protected 

Trees to be 
protected 

Plants to 
be 

recruited 

Offset Information 

Offset Zone(s) Trees 
Protected 

Trees 
Protected 

CVU ATHrW V. High LOT 160 800 TFN-C1906-1-F LOT 4 

VLOT 7 

TFN-C1906-2-E LOT 4 

VLOT 11 

TFN-C1906-3-A LOT 7 

VLOT 3 

TFN-C1906-1-C LOT 10 

VLOT 6 

TFN-C1906-2-B VLOT 4 

BBA-3027-1-A LOT 33 

VC_CFL-3693_01-10-A LOT 60 

VC_CFL-3693_01-1-B LOT 11 

CVU GDF V. High LOT 72 360 TFN-C1962_2-1-B LOT 72 

CVU GDF High LOT 120 600 TFN-C1906-2-C LOT 14 

VLOT 8 

TFN-2-C1778-1-F LOT 36 

VLOT 5 

TFN-1-C1778-1-C LOT 18 

VLOT 4 

TFN_2-C1778-1-E LOT 10 

TFN-C1962_2-1-B LOT 25 
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Bioregion 
Target 

EVC 
Conservation 
Significance 

Trees to be 
protected 

Trees to be 
protected 

Plants to 
be 

recruited 

Offset Information 

Offset Zone(s) Trees 
Protected 

Trees 
Protected 

CVU GDF Medium LOT 14 70 BBA-2467-1-A LOT 14 

CVU HDF High LOT 60 300 TFN-C1962_2-1-A LOT 60 

CVU HHrW V. High LOT 240 1200 TFN-C1906-1-A LOT 10 

VLOT 1 

TFN-C1906-1-E LOT 2 

VLOT 5 

TFN-C1906-2-D LOT 16 

VLOT 13 

TFN-C1962_2-1-A LOT 193 

CVU HHrW High LOT 36 180 BBA 2774-1-A LOT 36 

CVU HW High LOT 28 140 TFN-C1962_2-1-A LOT 24 

TFN_2-C1778-1-D LOT 4 

CVU PGW Very High LOT 40 200  *TFN_2-C1778-1-C VLOT 2 

LOT 1 

TFN-1-C1778-1-D VLOT 1 

TFN-C1962_2-1-B LOT 3 

TFN_2-C1778-1-D LOT 9 

TFN-C1906-2-G VLOT 4 

TFN-C1906-2-A VLOT 5 

VC_CFL-3693_01-1-B LOT 15 

VVP CGW V. High LOT 8 40 BBA-2467-1-A LOT 8 

VVP PGW V. High LOT 296 1480 BBA-0668-1-A LOT 152 

BBA-0668-2-A LOT 44 

BBA-713-1-A VLOT 7 
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Bioregion 
Target 

EVC 
Conservation 
Significance 

Trees to be 
protected 

Trees to be 
protected 

Plants to 
be 

recruited 

Offset Information 

Offset Zone(s) Trees 
Protected 

Trees 
Protected 

TFN-C0867_2-1-A LOT 93 

VVP PGW High LOT 80 400 TFN-C0867_2-1-A LOT 80 

Note: CVU = Central Victorian Uplands bioregion; VVP = Victorian Volcanic Plain bioregion; GDF = Grassy Dry Forest, HHrW = Hills Herb-rich Woodland, CGW = Creekline Grassy 
Woodland, ATHrW = Alluvial Terraces Herb-rich Woodland, PGW = Plains Grassy Woodland, HDF = Heathy Dry Forest, HW = Heathy Woodland. 

 

Table 15 Allocation of tree credits for clearing scattered trees 

Bioregion 
Conservation 
Significance 

Target 
No. 

Trees to be protected 
Plants to 

be 
recruited 

Offset Information 

Offset Zone 
Trees 

Protected 
Trees 

Protected 

Plants to 
be 

recruited 

CVU High ST-H-1 VLOT 4 20 TFN-1-C1778-1-A VLOT 4 - 

CVU High ST-H-2 VLOT 4 20 TFN-C1906-2-F VLOT 4 - 

CVU High ST-H-3 LOT 4 20 BBA-2774-1-A LOT 4 - 

CVU High ST-H-4 VLOT 4 20 TFN-2-C1778-1-A VLOT 1 - 

CVU TFN-2-C1778-1-B VLOT 2 - 

CVU TFN-2-C1778-1-D VLOT 1 - 

CVU Medium ST-M-1 VLOT 12 60 BBA-2774-1-A VLOT 12 - 

CVU Medium ST-M-2 LOT 10 50 TFN-1-C1778-1-D LOT 6 - 

CVU TFN_2-C1778-1-D LOT 4 - 

CVU Medium ST-M-3 MOT 3 15 TFN_2-C1778-1-D LOT 3 - 

CVU Medium ST-M-4 VLOT 18 90 TFN-C1906-2-F VLOT 18 - 

CVU Medium ST-M-5 LOT 20 100 TFN-C1906-2-F LOT 20 - 

CVU Medium ST-M-6 MOT 1 5 TFN-C1906-2-F LOT 1 - 
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Bioregion 
Conservation 
Significance 

Target 
No. 

Trees to be protected 
Plants to 

be 
recruited 

Offset Information 

Offset Zone 
Trees 

Protected 
Trees 

Protected 

Plants to 
be 

recruited 

CVU Low S-L-1 VLOT 0 10 VC_CFL-3693_01-4-A - - 10 

CVU Low S-L-2 LOT 0 30 VC_CFL-3693_01-6-A - - 30 

CVU Low S-L-3 MOT 0 5 VC_CFL-3693_01-4-A - - 5 

CVU Low S-L-4 VLOT 0 10 VC_CFL-3693_01-6-A - - 10 

 Low S-L-5 LOT 0 10 VC_CFL-3693_01-5-A - - 7 

CVU VC_CFL-3693_01-6-A - - 3 

CVU Low S-L-6 MOT 0 10 VC_CFL-3693_01-5-A - - 10 

CVU Low S-L-7 VLOT 0 10 BBA-0085_2-1-C LOT 10  

CVU Low S-L-8 LOT 0 10 VC_CFL-3693_01-5-A - - 10 

CVU Low S-L-9 MOT 0 10 VC_CFL-3693_01-6-A - - 10 

VVP High ST-H-5 LOT 4 20 BBA-1133-1-A VLOT 4 - 

VVP High ST-H-6 VLOT 52 260 BBA-2467-1-A  LOT 48 - 

VVP BBA-2467-1-A  LOT 30 - 

VVP High ST-H-7 LOT 8 40 BBA-2088-1-A VLOT 8 - 

VVP High ST-H-8 MOT 2 10 BBA-2088-1-A VLOT 2 - 

Note: CVU = Central Victorian Uplands bioregion; VVP = Victorian Volcanic Plain bioregion 
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Appendix A Comparison of 2020 and 2025 patches of native vegetation and 
scattered tree losses 

Appendix A Table 16. Comparison of Impacts to Native Vegetation on Section 2B of the Western Highway Project (inclusive of the Guidelines and Framework). (EHP 
2026) 

Impacted Native Vegetation 

 2020  2025 Change of Impacts 

EVC Patch (ha) 43.758 44.914 +1.156 

Large Trees in Patches 179 200 +21 

Scattered Trees 83 (62 Large, 21 Small) 77 (60 Large, 17 Small) -6 (-2 Large, -4 Small) 

 

Appendix A Table 17.  Detailed breakdown of losses for patches of remnant native vegetation within Section 2B, comparing the previous 2020 alignment with the 2025 
alignment (excluding newly assessed vegetation). (EHP 2026) 

 2020 Alignment 2025 Alignment 

Bioregion 
Target 

EVC 
Conservation 
significance 

Vegetation Large Old Trees Vegetation Large Old Trees 

Total 
Losses 

(Ha) 

Total 
Losses 

(HabHa) 

Net 
Gain 

Target 
(HabHa) 

Total 
Losses 

Total to be 
Protected 

Total to 
be 

Recruited 

Total 
Losses 

(Ha) 

Total 
Losses 

(HabHa) 

Net Gain 
Target 

(HabHa) 

Total 
Losses 

Total to be 
Protected 

Total to 
be 

Recruited 

CVU 

ATHrW Very High 0.878 0.54 1.07 12 96 480 1.185 0.74 1.47 20 160 800 

GDF 

Very High 1.062 0.45 0.89 9 72 360 1.062 0.45 0.89 9 72 360 

High 2.685 1.55 2.33 24 96 480 2.641 1.53 2.29 30 120 600 

Medium 1.975 0.8 0.8 7 14 70 1.472 0.60 0.60 7 14 70 

Low 2.992 0.66 0.66 1 0 0 2.992 0.66 0.66 1 0 0 

HDF 
Very High 0.654 0.14 0.28 0 0 0 0.211 0.04 0.09 0 0 0 

High 5.181 2.33 3.5 15 60 300 5.575 2.54 3.81 15 60 300 

HHrW Very High 8.248 3.87 7.74 32 256 1280 8.421 3.94 7.88 30 240 1200 
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Note:  * = Portion of PGW5 within CVU previously included in VVP calculations; Value within brackets (###) = change in value from 2020 to 2025; CVU = Central Victorian Uplands bioregion; 
VVP = Victorian Volcanic Plain bioregion; GDF = Grassy Dry Forest, PG (HS) = Heavier-soils Plains Grassland, HHrW = Hills Herb-rich Woodland, CGW = Creekline Grassy Woodland, HW = 
Heathy Woodland, ATHrW = Alluvial Terraces Herb-rich Woodland, PGW = Plains Grassy Woodland, HDF = Heathy Dry Forest. 

 2020 Alignment 2025 Alignment 

Bioregion 
Target 

EVC 
Conservation 
significance 

Vegetation Large Old Trees Vegetation Large Old Trees 

Total 
Losses 

(Ha) 

Total 
Losses 

(HabHa) 

Net 
Gain 

Target 
(HabHa) 

Total 
Losses 

Total to be 
Protected 

Total to 
be 

Recruited 

Total 
Losses 

(Ha) 

Total 
Losses 

(HabHa) 

Net Gain 
Target 

(HabHa) 

Total 
Losses 

Total to be 
Protected 

Total to 
be 

Recruited 

High 4.702 2.03 3.05 9 36 180 4.699 2.04 3.06 9 36 180 

Medium 0.044 0.01 0.01 0 0 0 0.044 0.01 0.01 0 0 0 

HW High 2.484 1.43 2.14 7 28 140 2.500 1.44 2.015 7 28 140 

PGW* VH 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.620 0.322 0.640 5 40 200 

CVU Total 30.905 13.81 22.47 116 658 3290 
31.757  

(+0.852) 

14.452  

(+0.732) 

23.415  

(+1.295) 

133  

(+17) 

770  

(+112) 

3850  

(+560) 

VVP 

ATHrW Very High 1.289 0.65 1.29 0 0 0 1.289 0.65 1.29 0 0 0 

CGW Very High 0.635 0.23 0.46 1 8 40 0.576 0.21 0.41 1 8 40 

PG(HS) Very High 0.172 0.05 0.09 1 8 40 - - - - - - 

PGW* 
Very High 7.42 3.5 7 42 336 1680 6.379 2.95 5.90 37 296 1480 

High 3.337 1.13 1.69 19 76 380 3.098 1.06 1.58 20 80 400 

VVP Total 12.853 5.56 10.53 63 428 2140 
11.343  

(-1.510) 

4.87  

(-0.690) 

9.18  

(-1.35) 

58  

(-5) 

384 

 (-44) 

1920  

(-220) 

2B Total 43.758 19.37 33 179 1086 5430 
43.100  

(-0.658) 

19.412 

 (+0.042) 

32.945 

 (-0.055) 

191  

(+12) 

1154  

(+68) 

5770  

(+340) 
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Appendix A Table 18.  Detailed breakdown of losses for scattered remnant trees within Section 2B, comparing the previous 2020 alignment with the 2025 alignment 
(excluding newly assessed vegetation). (EHP 2026) 

 2020 Alignment 
2025 Alignment 

Bioregion 
Conservation 
significance 

EVC Size Class Losses Protect Target 
Recruit Target 

(P&R) 
Losses Protect Target 

Recruit Target 
(P&R) 

CVU 

High 

ATHrW VLOT 1 4 20 1 4 20 

PGW VLOT 1 4 20 1 4 20 

HDF LOT - - - 1 4 20 

HHrW VLOT - - - 1 4 20 

Medium 

HHrW 

VLOT 9 18 90 6 12 60 

LOT 6 6 30 5 10 50 

MOT 5 5 25 3 3 15 

GDF 

VLOT - - - 9 18 90 

LOT - - - 10 20 100 

MOT - - - 1 1 5 

Low 

GDF 

VLOT 10 10 50 1 0 10 

LOT - - - 2 0 20 

MOT - - - 1 0 5 

HDF 

VLOT 3 3 15 1 0 10 

LOT 16 0 80 1 0 10 

MOT 6 0 30 2 0 10 

ST 3 0 0 2 0 0 

HHrW 

VLOT - - - 1 0 10 

LOT - - - 1 0 10 

MOT - - - 2 0 10 

ST 4 0 0 4 0 0 

CVU Total 64 50 360 56 (-8) 80 (+30) 495 (+135) 
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 2020 Alignment 
2025 Alignment 

Bioregion 
Conservation 
significance EVC Size Class Losses Protect Target 

Recruit Target 
(P&R) Losses Protect Target 

Recruit Target 
(P&R) 

VVP 
High 

CGW LOT 1 2 10 1 4 20 

PGW 

VLOT 13 52 260 13 52 260 

LOT 2 4 20 2 8 40 

MOT 1 1 5 1 2 10 

Low PGW ST 2 0 0 1 0 0 

VVP Total 19 59 295 18 (-1) 66 (+7) 330 (+35) 

Total 83 109 655 74 (-9) 146 (-37) 825 (+170) 

Note:  CVU = Central Victorian Uplands bioregion; VVP = Victorian Volcanic Plain bioregion; Value within brackets (###) = change in value from 2020 to 2025; VLOT = Very Large Old Tree; LOT 
= Large Old Tree; MOT = Medium Old Tree; ST = Small Tree; P&R = Protect and Recruit. 
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Appendix B Offset Credits held by VicRoads for 
Western Highway 2B 

BBA-0085-2-1-C 
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Appendix C Available Native Vegetation Credits 
the Guidelines 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1 Native Vegetation Credits available as of 24 February 202621 April 2026 



  

Native Vegetation Offset Management Plan, Western Highway Project Section 2B 2026 106 

OFFICIAL 

OFFICIAL 

Appendix D DELWP Approval to Vary like-for-like 
Requirements (May 2018) 
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Appendix E DELWP Approval to Vary like-for-like 
Requirements (August 2019) 
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Appendix F DEECA Approval to Vary like-for-like 
Requirements (June 2026) 
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