
Construction of the West Gate Tunnel Project 
is underway. It will provide a vital alternative 
to the West Gate Bridge, quicker and safer 
journeys, and remove over 9000 trucks a day 
from residential streets in the inner west. 
While we’re building the West Gate Tunnel 
we want to make sure people can still get to 
where they need to go.
Many people and businesses rely on roads we’re upgrading, such as the 
West Gate Freeway, Footscray Road, Wurundjeri Way and other major 
roads in our construction area for their daily activities. 
Because of this, we are building the West Gate Tunnel Project in a way 
that minimises traffic disruptions as much as possible. 

Sign up for updates at westgatetunnelproject.vic.gov.au
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The freeway has four lanes in each direction. 
These lanes will be narrowed and emergency 
lanes removed during construction.

Traffic lanes are shifted to the sides or centre 
of the road, allowing works to take place on 
different parts of the road.

When complete, there will be six lanes in each direction.

The same number of lanes will be available 
during peak periods while we widen either 
side of the freeway.
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People often ask 
how the project 
can be built without 
closing the freeway 
or affecting 
neighbouring homes. 
Here’s how we 
typically do it:

On the West Gate Freeway we will:
	– Keep all lanes open during morning and afternoon 

peak periods.
	– Where possible or work during holiday periods when 

there is less traffic on the road.
	– Only close lanes during off-peak traffic periods and 

keep freeway speed limits at 80kmh during peak 
periods where possible.

	– Use electronic signs to alert drivers to changes.

On Wurundjeri Way and Footscray Road we will:
	– Keep lanes open during peak periods.
	– Where possible or work during holiday periods when 

there is less traffic on the road
	– Use electronic signs to alert drivers to changes
	– Ensure any detours are communicated in advance.

Speed limit reductions
For the safety of workers, drivers and other road users, 
reduced speed limits will be implemented around con-
struction zones. 
We ask that motorists stick to the signed speed limit for 
their safety and the safety of our workers.

Detour and changes to roads
Any changes we make to roads during construction are 
done in close discussion with Department of Transport 
and the local council to come up with the best way to 
manage changes safely and efficiently.

When detours are necessary, we give motorists advance 
warning of changes to traffic routes. We will do this by:

	– Our website and social media channels.
	– Using electronic signs to advise drivers of upcoming 

changes and detour routes.
	– Limiting detours in residential areas where possible.
	– Ensuring that each detour is the most direct and 

practical route that causes the least inconvenience .
	– Using camera and Bluetooth technology to collect 

real-time travel information that helps us react quickly 
when we see issues on the road. We also have our 
construction team drive through the site or detour 
route to make sure everything is working well.

Truck routes
To build the West Gate Tunnel, more than 1.5 million cubic 
metres of excavated material – enough to fill the MCG 
– will be generated by the project’s two tunnel boring 
machines. Trucks will be used to take it away.
We will use arterial roads and the freeway network as 
much as possible with the main haulage route along 
Whitehall Street, Moreland Street, Footscray Road and 
then onto the freeway network.

Smaller amounts of dirt and rock will be generated from 
other locations along the project corridor and trucks 
servicing these sites will use the most direct route to the 
freeway, avoiding residential and other sensitive areas 
where possible. We will only use local roads where there 
is no direct access to and from the freeway and no other 
practical alternative route exists.

Managing traffic during 
construction

Working Hours

We will do as much work as possible during the 
day, but because the roads we are working on 
are so important for moving people and goods 
around Melbourne, some works can only be 
done at night.  
We will do our best to plan works at times 
when they cause the least inconvenience for 
residents, while also avoiding peak period lane 
closures and disruptions on the freeway to 
keep Melbourne moving during construction.
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English please call 9209 0147
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or speech impairment, visit relayservice.gov.au
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Artist impression of the tunnel exit on the West Gate Freeway

Keeping you informed
We will keep people informed and work together  
to make things easier during construction. 
You can expect to see regular 
information from us about 
construction activities happening  
in your area, including:

	– Newsletters to keep you  
up to date.

	– Works notifications in your 
letterbox.

	– Door knocks or street meetings 
before major works.

	– Information on the website.
	– News and updates on  

social media.

We have a team that is dedicated 
to working with the community. 
They are available 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week to answer any 
questions or concerns. 
Our West Gate Tunnel Project Visitor 
Information Centre provides a one-
stop shop for project information 
and enquiries.
Come and visit us at corner of 
Somerville Rd and Whitehall St 
Yarraville VIC 3013
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