
HEALESVILLE-KOO WEE RUP ROAD UPGRADE

Protecting threatened species and our environment
We’re building extra lanes and 
upgrading intersections on 
Healesville-Koo Wee Rup Road to 
make it safer, quicker and easier 
to get where you need to be.

Minimising our impact

We’re working hard to minimise our 
impact on the environment, by protecting 
threatened species, native wildlife, and 
significant trees and vegetation. We’ll 
also be reusing natural resources 
throughout the project.

Protecting threatened species

The project area is home to a 
threatened population of nationally 
significant Southern Brown Bandicoots 
and Growling Grass Frogs, and we’ll be 
doing all we can to enhance their numbers.

We’ll be protecting them from predators, 
and we’ll build more than 35 underpasses 
and fauna crossings so they – and other 
wildlife in the area – can safely cross the 
road. We’re also building a number of 
habitat ponds nearby for native animals.

We’ll be sensitive to local flora and 
fauna by avoiding high impact works 
during breeding seasons.

And, we’ll be keeping an eye on 
things into the future.

For 10 years following construction 
we’ll be conducting environmental 
surveys to monitor threatened species, 
to make sure what we’re doing to 
protect them is working.

Assessing trees and vegetation

We’ve consulted a team of independent 
ecologists to conduct Biodiversity 
Assessments to determine areas that 
may have biodiversity sensitivities and 
to inform our planning.

We’ve also consulted an independent 
arborist to identify trees that can 
be retained and trees that require 
protection during construction.

Image above: The Southern Brown 
Bandicoot by Dan Weller
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Protecting trees and 
vegetation during construction

Where trees are being retained, 
we’ll establish a fenced tree 
protection zone for the duration 
of construction activities.

This protects the area around a tree, 
above and below ground, to allow 
the tree to continue growing. We’ll 
also set up no go-zone fences to 
protect vegetation during construction.

Timber reuse

Timber will be repurposed where 
possible. Some of the things we’ll 
be doing with the timber include:

 • turning it into furniture

 • using suitable logs and tree hollows 
as habitat improvements for wildlife

 • creating mulch to use on landscaping 
works or in the community.

Recycled First

This project is incorporating 
the Victorian government’s 
Recycled First Policy, which 
for the first time in Australian 
history requires contractors to 
incorporate as much recycled 
and reused content as possible 
into transport projects.

Contractors are exploring the use 
of recycled glass finds, industrial 
waste by-products as aggregate 
in asphalt, reclaimed asphalt and 
crushed brick and concrete for 
the upgrade.

Keeping COVIDSafe

The health and safety of our workforce 
and community remains our top priority. 
Works on the Healesville-Koo Wee Rup 
Road Upgrade are progressing with 
strict COVIDSafe plans in place. For 
more information and advice about  
the coronavirus (COVID-19), please  
visit coronavirus.vic.gov.au

Contact us

If you have any questions or would 
like to speak to a member of our 
project team, please don’t hesitate 
to contact us on 1800 105 105 or 
send us a message by visiting 
roadprojects.vic.gov.au/contact

Sign up to receive emails at 
roadprojects.vic.gov.au/subscribe 
For SMS updates text HKWR to 
0499 073 073

Please contact us if you have ideas  
about how timber can be reused for  
the benefit of the community.

Clearing trees and vegetation

We share the value the community  
places on the environment, and we’re 
working hard to minimise tree removal 
and disturbance to wildlife where we can.  
An ecologist will complete pre-clearance 
inspections and an ecologist or wildlife 
handler will be on site during any tree 
removal to relocate wildlife.

We will retain as many existing trees 
and vegetation as possible, however we 
do need to remove some trees and shrubs 
to deliver these important upgrade works 
and improve safety for all road users.

The majority of vegetation that needs 
to be removed are small shrubs. We’ll 
be replacing all trees removed across 
the project area with trees that are 
indigenous to the area.

In addition to the replacement planting, 
we’ve secured over 6 hectares of offset 
vegetation. This means we’ll be protecting 
and managing existing native vegetation 
at a nearby site, to compensate for the 
removal of native vegetation on the project.

Contact us
contact@roadprojects.vic.gov.au

1800 105 105

Major Road Projects Victoria 
GPO Box 4509, Melbourne VIC 3001 

Please contact us if you would like this  
information in an accessible format

If you need assistance because of a hearing or 
speech impairment, please visit relayservice.gov.au

 For languages other than English, 
please call 9209 0147

Follow us on social media 

 @roadprojectsvic
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