
The West Gate Tunnel Project will provide a vital alternative to the 
West Gate Bridge, quicker and safer journeys, and remove over 9000 
trucks from residential streets in the inner west.
The project is a partnership between the Victorian Government and Transurban and is being built by a joint venture 
between CPB Contractors and John Holland. The West Gate Tunnel Project, Major Transport Infrastructure Authority 
is managing the project on behalf of the Victorian Government. There are three construction precincts for the project: 
West Gate Freeway, Tunnels, and Port to City. In the West Gate Freeway precinct we are building:

	– Extra lanes on the freeway 
between the M80 Ring Road and 
Williamstown Road.

	– Entry and exit portals where the 
tunnels connect with the West 
Gate Freeway.

	– Ventilation structure at the 
tunnel exit to remove air from 
inside the outbound tunnel.

	– Interchange upgrades at the M80 
Ring Road, Millers Road, Grieve 
Parade and Williamstown Road.

	– Ramps to Hyde Street to  
connect trucks directly with  
local industry.

	– Noise walls to reduce traffic 
noise for residents and open 
spaces.

	– Walking and cycling paths to 
complete missing links in the 
Federation and Kororoit Creek 
trails and better connect 
communities, including new 
overpasses over Williamstown 
Road and Stony Creek.

	– Pedestrian bridges replacing the 
existing overpasses.

	– A Freeway Management  
System to support good traffic 
flow and safety.

	– New open spaces and planting 
thousands of trees and other 
plants in the freeway area.

Sign up for updates at westgatetunnelproject.vic.gov.au
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West Gate Freeway 
Construction Overview
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18
kilometres of new 
traffic lanes

2
more lanes in  
each direction

9km
km of new and upgraded 
noise walls
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Freeway widening

Tunnel underground

Hyde Street ramps

Changes to power lines

Federation Trail new and 
upgraded sections

Walking and cycling paths 
(existing and new near West 
Gate Tunnel Project corridor)

Noise walls

Construction compounds

New cycling and walking 
bridges

Work
zone

The freeway has four lanes in each direction. 
These lanes will be narrowed and emergency 
lanes removed during construction.

Traffic lanes are shifted to the sides or centre 
of the road, allowing works to take place on 
different parts of the road.

When complete, there will be six lanes 
in each direction.

The same number of lanes will be available 
during peak periods while we widen either 
side of the freeway.

Express to 
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West Gate 
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Widening the freeway
The West Gate Freeway is a critical link in Melbourne’s 
transport network, carrying 200,000 vehicles each day.
We will keep it moving by:

	– Only closing lanes when there is less traffic.
	– Keeping the speed limit at 80km/h at peak times 

whenever possible.
	– Providing clear and timely information for drivers.
	– Working with VicRoads, councils, transport operators 

and emergency services to plan traffic changes.
	– Avoiding closures when major events are on  

in Melbourne.

Upgrading the Federation Trail
The Federation Trail is being upgraded and extended to 
Hyde Street. A section of the trail between Millers Road 
and the Newport freight rail line is closed to complete  
the upgrade.  
We are:

	– Providing a safe and clearly signed detour.
	– Working with VicRoads, councils and cycling groups 

to plan and communicate the detour.
	– Carrying out improvements along the detour if 

needed to make it safe.

Construction compounds
Construction compounds provide a base for workers, 
equipment and machinery. 
We will:

	– Meet all requirements, including those for managing 
noise, dust and traffic.

	– Install fencing and screening when compounds are 
located near private property.

	– Give our neighbors advance notice about what to 
expect during works.

	– Reinstate or improve compound areas after 
construction.

	– Provide parking for workers to avoid taking up space 
on local streets.

The main bases for construction in the West Gate 
Freeway area are:

	– Off the West Gate Freeway / New Street – for 
freeway widening and tunnel works.

	– Off Geelong Road – for works around the M80 Ring 
Road interchange.

Changes to high-voltage power lines
Some electricity towers along the freeway have  
been moved or upgraded with slimmer poles and some 
power lines moved underground to make space for the 
widened freeway.

New noise walls
The West Gate Tunnel Project will deliver more than  
nine kilometres of new and improved noise walls for 
quieter homes, backyards and parks along the West 
Gate Freeway. 
We will:

	– Prioritise noise wall construction so residents get the 
benefit as early as possible.

	– Leave existing noise walls in place where practical 
or provide temporary noise walls until new ones  
are built.

	– Use high quality materials with acrylic at the top to 
let light in.

Building the Hyde Street ramps
Work areas have been located alongside the freeway 
where they are least likely to cause disruption and are 
fenced and screened from view.
Innovative construction methods help reduce disruption, 
including using cranes to lift beams down from the 
freeway to reduce disruption at Donald McLean Reserve.

People often ask 
how the project 
can be built without 
closing the freeway 
or affecting 
neighbouring 
homes. Here’s how 
we typically do it:

Working Hours

We will do as much work as possible during the 
day, but because the roads we are working on 
are so important for moving people and goods 
around Melbourne, some works can only be 
done at night.  
We will do our best to plan works at times 
when they cause the least inconvenience for 
residents, while also avoiding peak period lane 
closures and disruptions on the freeway to 
keep Melbourne moving during construction.



Construction noise
Strict controls are in place to make sure construction 
noise is well managed and complies with EPA Victoria 
guidelines. 
We will:

	– Leave existing noise walls in place where practical 
or provide temporary noise walls until new ones are 
built.

	– Plan noisy works at times when they will cause the 
least inconvenience where possible and provide 
advance notice.

	– Monitor noise levels and take action to reduce noise. 
	– Adopt best practice site management to reduce 

noise from work areas.

Local traffic and detours
There are extensive requirements to ensure road works 
and detours are well planned and executed. 
We will:

	– Develop and follow plans for how vehicles, cyclists 
and pedestrians move around work areas, public 
transport, speed limits, safety and property access.

	– Keep the freeway open as much as possible, limiting 
the need for detours.

	– Make sure any detours are safe, clearly signed and 
avoid residential areas where possible.

	– Keep construction traffic on major roads, freeways 
and haulage routes as much as possible.

Dust
We try to avoid creating dust, but if it can’t be  
avoided we will take action to reduce dust and stop 
it blowing around.
We will:

	– Cover dirt and rock when it is being moved. 
	– Spray water on open stockpiles and roads to keep 

dust down.
	– Monitor dust levels at key locations and take action 

to suppress dust if it’s too windy.
	– Landscape areas as soon as possible so dirt isn’t left 

exposed.

Trees
We want to see as many mature trees retained 
as possible and will only remove plants when it is 
necessary to build the project. 
We will:

	– Conduct detailed tree studies to confirm important 
trees and habitats.

	– Set out no-go zones and fence areas to be protected.
	– Plant over 17,000 trees and thousands of native and 

Indigenous shrubs and grasses.

Parks and sporting grounds
We have avoided using open spaces for construction as 
much as possible and will work with councils, community 
groups and sporting clubs to reduce any disruption from 
our works. 
We will:

	– Keep all sporting grounds open and operating during 
construction.

	– Work with councils and clubs to avoid impacting 
organised local events.

	– Reinstate or improve the small number of open space 
areas being used during construction.

There are specific requirements to protect residents from excessive noise at 
night. If noise exceeds set levels we will reassess the situation and take action to 
manage any impacts. This could mean changing the time of work, providing respite 
periods, using noise barriers or changing construction methods to reduce noise.

Managing Construction Impacts

Construction works at the northern portal at Footscray
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Artist impression of the tunnel exit on the West Gate Freeway

Keeping you informed
We will keep people informed and work together  
to make things easier during construction. 
You can expect to see regular 
information from us about 
construction activities happening  
in your area, including:

	– Newsletters to keep you  
up to date.

	– Works notifications in your 
letterbox.

	– Door knocks or street meetings 
before major works.

	– Information on the website.
	– News and updates on  

social media.

We have a team that is dedicated 
to working with the community. 
They are available 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week to answer any 
questions or concerns. 
Our West Gate Tunnel Project Visitor 
Information Centre provides a one-
stop shop for project information 
and enquiries.
Come and visit us at corner of 
Somerville Rd and Whitehall St 
Yarraville VIC 3013
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