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Seek opportunities to
gain experience
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A profession with
positive impacts on society

Make clear communication the
cornerstone of everything you do

Adem Ektem

Alex Ebner

project engineer

director, planning

Growing up I always had a fascination for
how things were created. Having both an uncle
and grandfather who were civil engineers,
my love of maths and logic steered me down
the same path.

I was always passionate about helping others
and making their lives better, which then led
me to wanting a profession that would have
positive impacts on society whilst also having
many experiences of problem-solving.

Being an engineer opens so many doors.
I would recommend that young engineers
seek opportunities to gain experience in both
on-site and design roles before they make a
final decision on which path to take – you may
be surprised at which one you prefer.

Once I completed some research into different
professions, I realised that being an engineer
is a fantastic balance between being able to
help others on a grand scale whilst still being
involved in great projects for the community.

The best part of my job is the satisfaction
and enjoyment that comes from delivering
great outcomes within an engaged team
who are working well together to solve
problems and overcome challenges. I also
really enjoy passing on what I have learned
and experienced to people who are just
starting out in their careers.

Melanie Davey
senior project manager, Melbourne Airport Rail
– Station Structure & Fit-out

My advice to upcoming engineers is to get
lots of site experience early on and make clear
communication the cornerstone of everything
you do.
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Say yes to every
opportunity that comes your way

Spend as much
time as possible on-site

Delivering outcomes that
provide a benefit for the public

Bela Jozsa

Adrian Lepre

Hayden Owen

Principal Engineer – Overhead Wiring

senior project engineer

Senior Project Manager, Mechanical & Electrical

My favourite part about being an engineer is
getting to be involved in rail projects that are
transforming Melbourne. Early on in my career,
I worked on the Melbourne Underground Rail
Loop (known today as City Loop) and now
I get to be a part of the team delivering the
Metro Tunnel Project.

From a young age I had a passion for almost
anything that moved quick, be it cars, trains,
motorbikes or planes. As I grew older I enjoyed
reading up on their technical specifications
and liked pulling things apart to see how they
worked, so I decided to study mechanical
engineering.

The most enjoyable part of my role is the
continuous availability to learn while delivering
outcomes that provide a benefit for the public.

When you’re a young engineer, get out
of your comfort zone. Say yes to every
opportunity that comes your way and get
a wide range of experiences.

I suggest upcoming engineers spend as much
time as possible on-site as it is where they will
learn the most. Ask questions to people at all
levels, from trades to management, and learn
from their experience.

In my view, the contribution of engineers
to society that is most worth celebrating is
the advances they have made in safety and
sustainability through the collaboration of
a diverse range of people.
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Engineers can make a big difference
to society and the world we live in

Don’t fear failure

Engineers contribute immensely
to people’s everyday lives

James Rajesh

Maninder Singh Bugret

Nick Holman

Principal Engineer – structures

project engineer

Graduate, Civil Engineering

I believe that civil engineers contribute to
making the world a better place to live,
by making everyone’s life easier with better
infrastructure and facilities and I enjoy
being in that position of responsibility.

My passion for engineering began as a child
travelling by bus during school holidays from
my native village in India to my maternal
grandparents’ house. I wanted to know the
science behind the amazing truss bridge over
the Sutlej River and the transition curves over
flyovers.

Engineering stood out as a potential career
for me due to my love of maths and physics
at school. My high school physics teacher was
incredibly enthusiastic and would go above
and beyond by making experiments in his
garage to show the class and get the class
to perform them.

To emerging engineers: don’t fear failure.
Pay attention to project documents, take
notes, write daily dairies, take site photos
and get feedback from senior managers.

Seeing all the interesting experiments
combined with my love for solving problems
made engineering an easy choice. Engineers
contribute immensely to people’s everyday
lives.

The most satisfying aspect of my job is when
I see the community using bridges and other
infrastructure designed by me; and these
structures improving their daily life.
Engineers can make a big difference to society
and the world we live in.
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I wanted to build something that
could change people’s lives

It’s a great learning experience
to see the development of a project

Engineers expolore ways
to improve our liveability

Anthea Ngai

Lachlan M cGowan

Rob Jacob

Senior Project Manager CBTC

Graduate, Civil Engineering

Planning Manager

When I was a little girl, I never thought to be
an engineer. That was until one day my sister
came home with photos of her wearing PPE
at the construction site of what was to be
Hong Kong’s tallest building at the time
– the first skyscraper outside the US to break
the 1000ft mark.

I am currently working on the Melbourne
Airport Rail Project, and it’s a great learning
experience to see the development of
a project through concept design and
leading up to reference design.

Growing up, I was into cars and excited about
being able to create new and improved car
features. This inspired me to be an engineer.
I never ended up working a day in the auto
industry, but I have spent a number of years
working in railway – trains instead of cars!

I was so impressed that it struck me hard that
I wanted to be an engineer; to build something
big, something that could change people’s
lives and create a better future.

I think the roles engineers have in helping
societies grow and expand is something that is
worth celebrating, especially in the transport
industry with things such as the design and
construction of roads and rail infrastructure.

Engineers contribute to society by
continually exploring ways to improve our
liveability, across a broad range of areas,
whether it be in health, environment,
infrastructure, systems or technology.
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Seek out opportunities to manage
and lead groups of people

Ben Ryan
Director, Melbourne Airport Rail

“My advice for upcoming engineers is to seek
out a broad range of experiences and don’t
be afraid to try new things and push yourself
out of your comfort zone, as that is where
you will learn the most.
Having a strong understanding of how
major projects are developed and delivered
is really important, but equally as important
is how you relate to people and your ability
to lead teams, so seeking out opportunities
to manage and lead groups of people is really
important.
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A diversity of experiences
fosters innovation

Jessica De Silva
Senior Environmental Performance
Requirements Advisor

As an environmental engineer, I’ve been
fortunate to work alongside civil engineers
managing projects and in technical
environmental advisory positions.
I believe that a diversity of experiences fosters
innovation, and this ability to solve complex
problems is an engineer’s most valuable
asset. We’ve reached a critical point in human
history, particularly for environmental issues,
and will need to think outside the box to solve
these problems to ensure a bright future.

Work really hard on your resume
and cover letter

Dane Hartog-Burnett
Civil Engineering Cadet

Working on public transport projects has been
a goal of mine since I was a teenager, as they
are so environmentally and socially beneficial.
Using my maths and science skillset to
contribute to making the world a better place
is really important to me.
My advice to upcoming engineers is to work
really hard on your resume and cover letter;
they are the key tools in catching the eye of
potential employers!
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I interact with many people from
a range of technical backgrounds

Master the skill of
asking good questions

Marisa Supple

Victoria Valentinova

Manager – Environmental Performance
Requirements (EPR)

systems assurance Engineer,
melbourne airport Rail

Growing up I was interested in how machines
worked and how structures were built, and
I learned about caring for the land and
environment from my family, who were all
farmers. I chose to study environmental
engineering over the other engineering
disciplines as it tied together my technical
interests with my love for the natural world.

I have always been fascinated with aeroplanes
and Space Shuttles and I wanted to know how
these sophisticated machines worked and why
things go wrong sometimes, so studying an
engineering degree just felt like the right path
to take. My advice to upcoming engineers is
to master asking good questions! It’s a skill
you’ll need to be successful in all phases of an
engineering career.

As a female engineer in a male-dominated
industry, I encourage the younger generation
of professionals to always speak up with
kindness, be compassionate but empowered,
be empathetic but determined, and to always
lead by example. Even if you don’t consider
yourself a leader yet, you are always leading
your own destiny and there will be people
looking up to you.

You’ll always be required to rely upon
information and knowledge from other subject
matter experts, so the better the questions
you ask, the richer the information you gain!

Times are changing, and I am very excited
to see how the next generation of engineers
will continue shifting this industry into a more
welcoming and diversified place.

I interact with many people from a range
of different technical backgrounds and in
Pre-Covid days I enjoyed my regular visits
to the MTP precincts to meet with my
counterparts from the delivery partners.

Always lead by example

Paula Botero
Project Manager

The
Engineers
of RPV

Be open to exploring
new opportunities

Anu Ivaraju
Signalling Engineer
Professionals Program, Rail Systems

I started my career in Telecommunications
and Networking, working on exciting projects
in India and Singapore. A few years later
I realised a career change was required and
this motivated me to join RPV last year as
a Signalling Engineer. I help improve the
infrastructure for safe movement of trains
along the network and provide comfortable
journeys for the community.
My suggestion to upcoming engineers is to
be open to exploring new opportunities and
not to hesitate taking risks, especially at the
beginning of their careers.
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