
PAKENHAM ROADS  
UPGRADE
MAY 2024

We’re upgrading 
Racecourse Road, 
McGregor Road and 
the Princes Freeway 
in Pakenham, relieving 
bottlenecks, improving 
traffic flow and making 
your journeys safer  
and more reliable. 

What’s been happening 
Since our last update we’ve:

 – laid new asphalt along the 
Gippsland-bound lanes of the 
Princes Freeway as part of 
building the new freeway lanes

 – started installing the barriers 
along the sides of the new 
Healesville-Koo Wee Rup Road 
bridge over the Princes Freeway

 – started laying asphalt for the 
new McGregor Road Gippsland-
bound entry ramp 

 – installed drainage behind the 
barriers on McGregor Road

 – placed asphalt on the new 
McGregor Road northbound lanes 

 – continued with underground 
service relocations to make 
space for new lanes.

Above image: Aerial view of  
the new McGregor Road freeway 
ramp and new asphalt on the 
Princes Freeway.

Sign up for updates 
Subscribe for email and SMS updates 
at bigbuild.vic.gov.au/roads-subscribe
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21 May to late June
Various day and overnight closures 
on Healesville-Koo Wee Rup Road 
between Greenhills and Manks roads

Mid-May to October
No right turn for traffic entering 
and exiting the Princes Freeway 
at Healesville-Koo Wee Rup Road

Mid-May
New McGregor Road 
Gippsland-bound 
entry ramp open

McGregor Road remains 
one lane in each direction

19 May to early July
Henry Road closed 
between McGregor Road 
and Heritage Boulevard

17 May to early June
Buses replace trains between 
Berwick and Pakenham, level 
crossings closed at times

Road closure

New ramp

Level crossing closure

No right turn Not to scale

From mid-May you’ll start to see 
long-term traffic changes along 
Healesville-Koo Wee Rup Road  
and McGregor Road as we move  
into our next stage of works. 

Detours will be in place, visit  
bigbuild.vic.gov.au/pkhm-update  
to find out more. 

Healesville-Koo Wee  
Rup Road 
First, we’ll start upgrading  
the western side of the 
freeway interchange. 

To do this, we’ll work at night  
between 12 and 17 May to switch 
traffic onto new temporary lanes 
through the old roundabout and open 
the new McGregor Road Gippsland-
bound entry ramp to traffic.

This will allow our crews to start 
upgrading the roundabouts to the  
new traffic light intersection 
intersections without closing 
Healesville-Koo Wee Rup Road. 

There is a lot going on to create a more 
efficient transport network for Pakenham, 
reducing bottlenecks, improving connectivity 
and safety for all road users.

Visit bigbuild.vic.gov.au/pakenham  
to find out more about the projects and 
disruptions in your area.

Upcoming Works
Once traffic has been moved to  
the new lanes, there will be some 
long-term access changes on the 
northern Healesville-Koo Wee Rup 
Road freeway intersection, with  
the following arrangements in place 
until October:

 – traffic exiting the Princes Freeway 
using the Gippsland-bound exit 
ramp will not be able to turn right to 
travel south towards Koo Wee Rup

 – traffic travelling north on 
Healesville Koo Wee-Rup Road 
will not be able to turn right to 
enter the Princes Freeway using 
the Gippsland-bound freeway 
entry ramp.

Drivers travelling to Gippsland can 
enter the freeway by U-turning at 
the Bald Hill Road roundabout or via 
Southeast Boulevard and the new 
McGregor Road freeway entry ramp. 

Drivers travelling Gippsland-bound 
exiting the freeway to travel south 
to Koo Wee Rup can exit at McGregor 
Road or use the Bald Hill Road 
roundabout to turn southbound. 

Other projects in the area

Healesville-Koo Wee 
Rup Road Upgrade 
asphalting works
The nearby Healesville-
Koo Wee Rup Road 
Upgrade is in its final 
stages and is on schedule 
to open all new lanes by 
the end of July this year. 

At various times from May to 
late June, we’ll close sections 
of Healesville-Koo Wee Rup 
Road between Greenhills Road 
and Manks Road to complete 
the final layer of asphalt on  
the project. 

These works are highly 
weather dependent, and 
closure dates and times  
may change at short notice. 

To make sure you’re receiving 
the latest information, sign 
up to receive updates from 
the Healesville-Koo Wee 
Rup Road Upgrade by visiting 
roadprojects.vic.gov.au/
subscribe or by texting  
HKWR to 0499 073 073.

McGregor Road
In mid-May, we’ll begin 
our next stage of works to 
upgrade the intersection of 
McGregor Road, Henry Road 
and Webster Way.

From 7am to 11:59pm Sunday  
19 May, we’ll close the intersection 
of McGregor Road, Henry Road and 
Webster Way to install underground 
services and prepare the area for 
long-term works. Detours will be  
in place via Heritage, Livingstone,  
and Park boulevards. 

From 19 May until early July 
we’ll close Henry Road between 
McGregor Road and Heritage 
Boulevard to upgrade that section  
of the intersection. 

Detours will be in place via Cardinia 
Road, or Livingstone Boulevard 
and Henry Lawson Drive. Drivers 
heading towards Webster Way can 
detour via Livingstone Boulevard, 
McGregor Road, Park Boulevard  
and Honeyeater Way. 

The current traffic conditions on 
McGregor Road will remain in place, 
with one lane in each direction 
between the Princes Freeway  
and Livingstone Boulevard.

While Henry Road is closed,  
we’ll build the new footpath,  
build a new bus bay to upgrade the 
Henry Road bus stop, and upgrade 
the left-turn slip lane from Henry  
to McGregor Road.

We’ll also continue to build the  
new northbound lanes on  
McGregor Road, between the 
freeway and Livingstone Boulevard, 
including installing new streetlights, 
upgrading traffic lights, and 
completing asphalting.

Over the coming months we’ll:

start transforming 
the northern freeway 
roundabout on  
Healesville-Koo Wee 
Rup Road to a new 
traffic light intersection

start to install new 
overhead sign gantries 
along the Princes Freeway

finish installing barriers 
along the sides of the  
new Healesville-Koo Wee 
Rup Road bridge 

continue upgrading the 
intersection of McGregor 
Road, Henry Road and 
Webster Way, including 
upgrades to the slip lane 
and building a new bus 
bay on Henry Road 

install new and upgraded 
traffic and public lighting 
around the intersection Pakenham Level 

Crossing Removal 
Project
Pakenham will be level 
crossing free in May, 
and new stations at 
Pakenham and East 
Pakenham will open  
in early June. 

A construction blitz will  
take place from mid-May  
with crews working around 
the clock to demolish the 
existing Pakenham Station, 
remove the boom gates  
and finish the 2.5 kilometre 
rail bridge.  

As we complete these works 
buses will replace trains on 
sections of the Pakenham 
Line from 9pm, Friday  
17 May until early June. 

In early July, we’ll start 
works on the Webster Way 
side of the intersection and 
the southbound lanes on 
McGregor Road. Stay tuned 
for more details.



The Pakenham Roads Upgrade team celebrated  
Mr. Yakkerboo’s 48th birthday this year with the local 
community at the Yakkerboo Festival last month. 
Together with other members of the Big Build team, including the 
Pakenham Level Crossing Removals Project team, we spoke with over 
500 locals about all the progress to date across the Pakenham area. 

We’re excited about the upcoming new stations at Pakenham and East 
Pakenham, and the recent milestones across both the Pakenham Roads 
Upgrade and the Healesville-Koo Wee Rup Road Upgrade to have drivers 
travelling on new lanes through upgraded roundabouts. 

Stay tuned for more opportunities to meet up with 
the project team in the coming weeks with pop-ups 
at Heritage Shopping Centre and local schools.

Who is Mr Yakkerboo?
Yakkerboo is a word of 
Aboriginal origin meaning  
place of greener pastures, 
and the Mr Yakkerboo emblem 
was designed by a local school 
teacher for the inaugural  
1976 Yakkerboo festival.

Big Build goes to Yakkerboo 

Thanks to everyone who came to speak 
to us at the Yakkerboo Festival this year.

bigbuild.vic.gov.au/roads
  For languages other than  

English please call 9209 0147

Please contact us if you would like this 
information in an accessible format. If you 
need assistance due to a hearing or speech 
impairment, visit relayservice.gov.au

1800 105 105 (call anytime)
contact@bigbuild.vic.gov.au


