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We're completing the M80 Ring Road in Greensborough including a 
seamless connection to North East Link.
The M80 Ring Road Completion will upgrade and build new noise walls to meet a 63 
decibel noise standard, consistent with the greatest level of traffic noise protection in 
Victoria.

In response to community feedback, we’re also 
introducing a quieter 58 decibel standard for night-time 
noise, making the M80 Ring Road Completion project 
noise levels the toughest in the state.
Where new noise walls are needed, they will be 
between three and nine metres tall and use colours 
drawn from the local environment including earthy soil 
and rock, bushland greens and native florals. Materials 
include a mix of weathering steel and translucent 
tinted acrylic panels to help natural light filter through 
the top of the walls.

 63 decibel protection during the day

 58 decibel protection at night

Managing noise
To achieve the new noise standard for the project we’ll 
be:

	– replacing or upgrading existing noise walls
	– building new noise walls along Greensborough Road, 

Greensborough Bypass and the M80 Ring Road, 
between Plenty Road and Greensborough Bypass

	– using noise reducing asphalt
	– monitoring traffic noise once the project opens 

and reporting the results on a publicly accessible 
website.

Artist’s impression of noise walls at the new Nell Street walking and bike bridge.



bigbuild.vic.gov.au/roads 
contact@bigbuild.vic.gov.au

1800 105 105 (call anytime)
  For languages other than 

English please call 9209 0147

Please contact us if you would like this 
information in an accessible format.
If you need assistance due to a hearing 
or speech impairment, please visit 
relayservice.gov.au C2
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Artist’s impression of new noise walls with climbing plants and upgraded M80 Trail, Greensborough. 

High quality noise walls
Noise walls have been designed 
with residents in mind to minimise 
visual impact, reduce traffic noise 
and maximise natural light. They 
are designed to comply with the 
environmental requirements relating 
to overshadowing of residential 
properties. Noise wall locations have 
been carefully planned to maximise 
space available for new trees and 
plants to help filter views for local 
residents and provide shade for 
walking and cycling paths.
At some locations, such as bridge 
structures, noise walls are made 
entirely of tinted acrylic. This 
allows views from the roadside 
to surrounding landscape, and 
enhances passive surveillance and 
community safety on shared use 
paths.

Greener noise walls with 
more protection from 
graffiti 
At key locations, trellises and 
creeping plants will help to further 
green noise walls, improve views 
for residents, and protect against 
graffiti. 

Monitoring to ensure 
compliance
Traffic noise will be monitored once 
the M80 Ring Road Completion is 
finished. If measured noise is higher 
than the required level, we will 
take action to reduce noise at the 
affected properties.
In response to community feedback, 
we’ve extended the amount of time 
noise will be monitored from 10 years 
after the project opens to 20 years 
after the project opens.

How noise is measured
Noise is measured on a scale of units 
called decibels or dB for short. Noise 
measurements are usually adjusted 
to reflect how noise is perceived by 
the human ear. This adjustment is 
called ‘A’ weighted decibels or dBA.
63dBA is around the same sound 
level of a household air conditioner 
(65dBA).

What does 
63dB sound like?
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