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TREES AND VEGETATION

Managing tree and vegetation impacts

All level crossing removal options unfortunately have an impact on
trees and vegetation adjacent to rail lines. As we progress with the
construction of the Blackburn Road Level Crossing Removal Project,
however, our aim is to minimise the impact on trees and vegetation

where possible.

Assessing trees and vegetation

Trees and vegetation within, and adjacent to, the rail corridor are
assessed on site by independent arborists to determine:

e structural strength, including the size and location of tree roots

e health and life expectancy

e location of construction works and services in proximity.

Extensive investigations have been carried out by independent arborists,
to determine the impacts construction works will have on trees. Arborist
assessments were completed in late 2015 and 2016, to determine the
impact the final works would have on the future health and stability

of nearby trees. An independent arborist is also on site during the
construction works to provide further advice in relation to the impact

the works have on tree branches and roots.

Commitment to vegetation management

Trees, vegetation and green space are important to local communities
and support biodiversity along the rail corridor. Minimising the impact of
tree and vegetation removal is considered as part of both project design

and construction.

Parts of the rail corridor are very narrow and the construction works
results in unavoidable tree impacts. Every effort, however, will be made
to protect existing vegetation throughout construction where possible.

Removing 50 dangerous
and congested level
crossings will transform
the way people live,
work and travel across
metropolitan Melbourne
and improve safety for
drivers and pedestrians.
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Please contact us if you would like this
information in an accessible format.



Construction impacts

In Blackburn the Belgrave-Lilydale rail line is being lowered up to nine metres
underneath Blackburn Road. Major excavation work for the railway line cutting
will be carried out in late December 2016 to January 2017. Before this work
can occur structural foundations along both sides of the corridor need to be
constructed. Around 1200 piles will be installed along the railway corridor
using large piling rigs.

Due to the narrow rail corridor the piling rigs will be positioned close to
neighboring fence lines and trees. To get access for machinery down the rail
corridor we need to trim nearby trees and remove others. A five metre wide
access track and vertical clearance is required for this.

Works within the rail corridor can affect root systems and impact on tree
stability and health, which may cause them to pose a safety risk to the public
and to people using the railway line. Trees assessed as posing a safety risk
may need to be trimmed or removed.

This includes trees located within private properties along Glen Ebor Avenue,
Cromwell Court and Oliver Avenue and the line of introduced Cypress Trees at
Morton Park which back right onto the rail corridor.

At South Parade tree trimming and removal has been carried out to install a
new drainage system which will protect the area from flooding, including in
the Blackburn underpass.

Clearing trees and vegetation

Once confirmed for removal, trees are identified and marked on
construction plans.

To ensure impacts are fully considered and that all relevant approvals are
in place, we consult with the project team, the community and stakeholders
and the City of Whitehorse.

Trees are mulched on site to allow for the easy and safe removal of mulch
from within the rail corridor, and re-use in landscaping.
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