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MINUTES
CBD Community Reference Group

	Date
	Monday 27 October 2025
	Meeting No
	66

	Chair
	Chris Lovell
	Time
	5pm – 6.30pm

	Location
	Westin Hotel / Conference Call
	Minutes
	Mathew Collum 



	In attendance
	
	

	Present
· Chris Lovell [Chair]
· Neil Hutchinson, City of Melbourne
· Karen Snyders, City of Melbourne
· Maree Klein, City of Melbourne
· Simon Sirgiovanni, Greater Western water
· Simon Pockley, Bible House 
· Peter Brown, Manchester House
· Ross Jones, A’Beckett Tower
· Susan Jones, A’Beckett Tower
· Melanie Ashe, Flinders Quarter
· Maria Groner, Traveller’s Aid
· Kate Walshe, CYP
· Dan Young, CYP
· Melinda Kelly, CYP
· Yusuf Bardi, VIDA Metro
· Emmett Ahern, VIDA Metro
· Minh Le, VIDA Metro
· Danielle Koroneos, VIDA Metro 
· Mathew Collum, VIDA Metro [Secretariat]
	Apologies
· Franca Katsaris, Ham Kerr Property
· Michael Katsaris, Ham Kerr Property
· Nazzareno Marchionda, Ross House 
· Marg Dennis, Flinders Quarter 
· Eugene Austin, Clements House 
· Andrew Milward-Bason, Nicholas Building 
· Karl Vaitiekunas, Nicholas Building
· Michael Clarke, ALE Group
· Mark Crick, ALE Group
· Megan Herring, Young and Jackson Hotel
· Michael Griffiths, Ross House 
· Kate Blackwood, Yarra Trams 
· Hughie Nakis, Sentigini
· Matthew Kwong, Yarra Trams 
· Graham Jephcott, ACMI 
· Caitlyn Marshall, ACMI
· Robert Sopenlehto, Bible House
· Faruk Delalic, Verve Milano Building
· Barry Mate, Currie and Richards Building
· Louise Mate, Currie and Richards Building
· Anna Manarczyk, Melcorp Strata
· Anthony English, State Library Victoria
· Robert Moore, Brady Hotel
· Tony Battaglia, A’Beckett Tower
· Chee Wei, UEM Sunrise
· Jenna Weber, Scape
· Mark Callanan, Melbourne Central
· Robbie McGowan, RMIT
· Pin Ng, Clements House
· Paul Jeffries, The Westin Melbourne 
· Matthew Harris, Aurora 
· Alex McCormick, Aurora 
· Melanie Davey, Root Partnerships (St Paul’s Cathedral)
· Damien De Groot, Map Co
· Robert Seear, Greater Western Water
· Denise Nakis, Sentigini
· Brendan Ryan, MBCM
· Jacqueline Sultry, Lendlease




	1.
	Introductions and welcome 

	
	Chris Lovell welcomed members to the meeting of the Community Reference Group (CRG).

	2.
	Outstanding Actions and Issues Register 

	
	Matters arising: 
· The CRG discussed the Outstanding Actions and Issues Register, including: 
· In relation to C6-4, CYP provided an update on the waste and logistics solution, operations and opening timing and then answered questions from the CRG: 
· CYP advised that approximately 14 trucks per day will use the facility when the station opens.
· CYP agreed to confirm the hours of operation for the facility. 
· CYP advised that a traffic light system will not be installed. 
· CYP advised the facility will be utilised at full capacity once Lendlease has completed their development.  
· CYP agreed to confirm whether the roller door is a quick release mechanism. 
· CYP agreed to confirm whether MTM, as station operator, will manage loading bay and if so, who will be the point of contact for members of the public. 
· CYP agreed to explore the opportunity to invite the Loading Dock Manager to the next meeting of the CRG. 
· In relation to C62-1, Scape provided an overview of their development and construction timings. The Scape construction duration will be approximately three years, with commencement anticipated for the first quarter of 2026.
· In relation to C65-1, CYP presented an update on artwork as part of the Town Hall Station presentation. 
· In relation to C65-2, a further CRG will be scheduled for early 2026 covering Town Hall content only.

	3.
	Presentations

	
	Presentation by Kate Walshe (CYP D&C) on the project wide update.
Presentation by Dan Young (CYP D&C) on the Town Hall Station update. 
Presentation by Melinda Kelly (CYP D&C) on the State Library Station update
Presentation by Minh Le (MTPO) on the Opening of the Metro Tunnel Summer Start and Big Switch.   
Matters arising: 
· The CRG discussed the upcoming Metro Tunnel opening in 2025, and the overall network timetable change in early 2026. 
· City of Melbourne (CoM) asked whether it was within the CYP scope to remove the covered area on Little La Trobe Street. CYP agreed to follow up. 
· The CRG discussed the legacy design and traffic management on A’Beckett Street. 
· The CRG discussed retail tenancies and ownership within City Square. CYP confirmed the Westin Hotel owns and are responsible for the tenancies that front onto City Square underneath the Westin Hotel. 
· CYP advised that in early 2026, one lane of traffic will be reinstated on Flinders Street eastbound. The westbound traffic lane on Flinders Street will remain closed until late 2026 to facilitate works at Federation Square. At the completion of works, two westbound traffic lanes will be reinstated. 
· CoM agreed to follow up and provide more information about the development at 244 Flinders Street. 
· MTPO agreed to invite Lendlease to provide a development update at a future meeting. 

	4.
	General feedback and items for future discussion

	
	Matters arising: Nil


	5.
	Meeting close

	
	· The next meeting will be an all-in CRG on November 6. A further CBD South CRG meeting will be held in early 2026 covering Town Hall content only. 



OUTSTANDING ACTIONS AND ISSUES REGISTER
	#
	ACTION / ISSUE
	OWNER 

	C66-1
	CYP to provide a response to the questions raised regarding the waste and logistics solution, including:
· Confirm the hours of operation for the facility.
· Confirm whether the roller door is a quick release mechanism.
· Confirm who will manage the loading bay 
· Point of contact for members of the public. 
· Explore the opportunity to invite the Loading Dock Manager to the next meeting of the CRG. 
	CYP

	C66-2
	Confirm whether the removal of the covered area on Little La Trobe Street is within the CYP scope.
	CYP

	C66-3
	CoM to provide more information about the development at 244 Flinders Street
	City of Melbourne 

	C66-4
	Lendlease to be invited to a future meeting.
	MTPO
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